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RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP AGM 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

1 OCTOBER 2013 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2014 

1. Committee 

 
The following were elected at the Annual General Meeting held on 17 November 2013 to 
serve on the Committee for the following year. 
      

Position Committee Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Jeremy  Pratt  

Footpaths Martin Smith 

Rambles Programme Larraine Donovan 

Social Richard Parrey 

Membership Dennis Fox 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends 
Away/Holiday 
Cordinator 

Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area 
Council 

Pat Greaves 

Committee member Morag Hunter 

Committee Member Chris Smith 

 
The Committee met six times during the year with an average attendance of 80%. 
During the year Chris Smith tendered her resignation which was reluctantly accepted by 
the Committee: just recently Pat Greaves has also decided to stand down. 
 
I think that the Committee has worked well together and provided an effective service to 
the membership in offering a varied programme of walks, social events managing the 
finances, dealing with footpath and other issues.  

2. Membership 

As can be seen from the table we have increased our membership numbers which goes 
against the general trend of falling membership numbers in other groups. Part of this is 
due to Jeremy Pratt’s programme of short walks which has attracted some new 
members. 
 
However we have to recognise that unfortunately the age profile of the membership is 
increasing and that there is a need to recruit younger members.  
 
Dennis has carried out his duties with his customary efficiency for the last time. He has 
decided to step down from the Committee after many years of dedicated service.   
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Year 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Membership 31 Aug 31 Aug 31 Aug 30 Oct 

Life Members                 8 5 5 5 

Single  membership                        110 97 97 100 

Joint  membership 125 126 127 134 

Single reduced              31 26 28 28 

Joint reduced                17 19 23 36 

Total 291 273 280 303 

 

3. Walks 

During the year, there were 49 weekend walks and 12 mid-week walks. The average 
attendance for both weekend and midweek walks was 22. The longest walk was 12 
miles. Thanks are due to the 30 walk leaders for providing interesting and varied walks. 
A list of walks has been attached to this report. 
 
Larraine as usual did a splendid job in encouraging walk leaders and preparing the two 
walks programmes.   
 
Jeremy Pratt continued and developed the short walks programme with great success. 
In total he led 23 walks throughout the year with an average attendance of 13. The 
morning walks attracted more walkers for which the average attendance was 18. On 
one walk there were 37 a walkers.  

4. Bull Attack 

Earlier this year a Rushcliffe farmer Mr Paul Waterfall was found not guilty 
manslaughter, a charge arising from the death of a walker, killed by cattle, on his farm in 
2010.  
 
There have been various developments since the trial namely: 
 

 A dialogue between the Ramblers and the NFU and DEFRA about possible 
changes, particularly, but not exclusively, to update the list of ‘diary breeds’ 
linked to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

 Making links with the proposed Nottinghamshire Police Wildlife and Countryside 
Consultation group. 

 The intention to have a discussion with the HSE about the method of reporting 
serious incidents as the present method makes it difficult to analyse statistics. 
 

Finally many thanks to our intrepid reporting team comprising Alan Wilson Alan Shiret, 
Jeremy Colls, John Fallon, Adriana Fallon, Rob Turner, Anna Franks, and Liz Lister for 
providing a comprehensive account of the trial on behalf of Ramblers Central Office.  
 

5. Boundary Changes 

Central Office has decided to change the method by which group areas are 
delineated so that they match the local authority and parish boundaries within 
Nottinghamshire.  
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On behalf of the Group, Alan Wilson agreed the delineation of the boundary between 
ourselves and the Vale of Belvoir Group, broadly in line with the NG postcode based 
boundaries used to date. 
 
One significant improvement is that the areas of Rushcliffe borough with LE 
postcodes are now clearly within our boundary. 

6. Walking Holidays 

Angela has had another busy and successful year organising walking holidays for the 
Group.  

a. Church Stretton 4 – 7 April 2014 

For the weekend away, 57 members travelled to the delightful town of Church 
Stretton and based ourselves in the Long Mynd Hotel. We had a full 
programme of walks of varying lengths, the longest of which was a 13 mile trek 
over the Long Mynd including 3250 feet of ascent led by Alan Wilson. Other 
walks were led by Mike Spalton, Elaine, Jeremy Pratt, Jed Hillery and Angela. 

b. Aviemore 17 -23 June 2014 

After last year’s inaugural week away in the Isle of Man, 18 members ventured 
north of the border. The train journey north was not without incident with a 
delay due to a fatality on the line north of Newcastle which meant missing the 
connection at Edinburgh for Aviemore. Fortunately nothing else untoward 
happened to spoil a superb holiday in a beautiful part of Scotland. As usual 
there was a varied programme of walks expertly organised and led by Jeremy 
Colls during the course of which we bagged two Munros and a Corbett  (or as 
we preferred two Matts and a Ronnie). I am happy to report that we arrived 
back at Newark station exactly on time.   

c. Homfirth  

The autumn weekend way was attended by 26 members. Once again it was 
extremely enjoyable. The varied programme of walks was led by Adriana and 
John Fallon, Angela, Martin, Elaine and Mike Spalton. 

7. Social Events 

Not such a hectic year for Richard compared with our 25th anniversary last year but 
he has been busy organising various events for members.   

a. Christmas Dinner  

The Christmas lunch was held on 15 December 2013 at Ashmores’ Restaurant 
at Radcliffe-on-Trent.   

b. Farm Visit 
15 members enjoyed a guided tour at Southfield Dairy Farm at Somerby near 
Melton Mowbray. 

c. Croquet . 

14 members enjoyed two hours of croquet with Jenny Gilbert ending up as the 
victor. Afterwards everyone went to a café in Bleasby for a cream tea and 
strawberries.  

 
Richard is also standing down from the Committee after many years of service. 
Richard was instrumental in the founding of Rushcliffe Ramblers in 1988 and served 
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on its committee first as chairman, then as secretary for many years. More recently 
he has stepped into the breach to cover the role of Social Secretary.  

8.  Website 

Alan Shiret took over last year from Jeremy Colls as our Publicity Officer. He has 
successfully managed the transition from our bespoke site to the Ramblers website 
hosting facilities. In addition it links directly to the Ramblers walk finder so this is 
automatically updated. One consequence of this change is that our existing walk 
gradings have been changed to match those in walk finder.   

 
Mike Stock 
Secretary 
November 2014 
 

  
 
  

  
   
   
  
    
  
   
 


