
 1 

Rushcliffe Ramblers 

Weekend Away – Church Stretton 
4-6/7 April 2014 

 

PROGRAMME 
 
A town map of Church Stretton can be found at: 
http://www.churchstretton.co.uk/assets/Walking_biking_trails/stretton_town_map.pdf 

 

The ‘H’ above the sweeping curve in the Ludlow Road is the Long Mynd 

Hotel. 
 

Church Stretton is a Welcome to Walkers town.  From the town there is 

almost immediate access to a wilderness of unpopulated upland moorland 
through the two town jewels of Rectory Field and Rectory Wood, situated 

close to the old church of St Laurence, onto the Long Mynd plateau.  On 
its flanks are deep gullies (batches) and shallow, rocky streams, while 
lower down the hills are woodlands and fields. Wildlife includes buzzards, 

curlew, raven, red grouse, deer, brown hares, badgers, a herd of ponies 
and thousands of sheep.  

 

The Long Mynd Hotel 
We will be informed of meal times on our arrival as well as being offered 
coffee and cake.  Packed meals for lunchtime will be available and should 

be ordered the evening before. Choose your bread and sandwich filling 
and when you pick up the sandwiches the following morning there will be 

an array of snack items to choose from to add to your lunch.  A packed 
lunch is not provided on the day of leaving unless this is paid for as an 

extra and paid direct to the hotel. 
 

If you are a member of HF don’t forget to bring your membership card 

with you to get 10% discount off your bar bill. 

 
Friday 
Meet at the Long Mynd Hotel. You can leave cars here but you’ll not have 

access to the rooms until our return.  Lunch can be taken at the Kings 
Arms, 53 High Street, the Bucks Head, 42 High Street or Housemans, 27 

High Street, Church Stretton. Lunch is served from 12noon. Alternatively 
you can bring a packed lunch. 

 
There is a choice of 2 walks this afternoon. 
Longer walk 

Meet at 1.00pm to walk east of Church Stretton climbing Ragleth Hill & 
circumnavigating Helmeth Hill – 7.3 miles with 1,400’ of ascent walk leader: Mike 

Sp 

http://www.churchstretton.co.uk/assets/Walking_biking_trails/stretton_town_map.pdf
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Shorter walk 
Leaving from the Long Mynd Hotel at 1.30pm the walk also heads to 
Ragleth Hill and then on to Little Stretton - 5 miles and 1200’ of ascent 

walk leader: Alan W  
 

We are a large group and to help us manage the numbers please let us know 

which walks you’ll be joining.  In the reception each evening, there will be 

lists of the walks for the following day.  Please enter your name on the walk 

that you will be joining.  Thank-you. 

 

After dinner entertainment  
Film ‘The Angel’s Share’ Directed by Ken Loach - comedy. A group of young folk on 
community service visit a whiskey distillery and through that find a way out of 

their hopeless lives. Contains street language. 

  

Saturday 
Today there is a choice of 4 options ranging from a self-guided 5miles to a 
challenging 13 miles. Be prepared for some climbs on all the walks as we 

all head for the Long Mynd giving exceptional views into the surrounding 
counties. 

Challenging Walk This walk is aimed at regular walkers who are used to steep 
climbs. Meet outside the main entrance at 9.30am for this walk around the 

Shropshire Hills including Caer Caradock and the Long Mynd via Cardingmill 
Valley - 13 miles with 3250’ of ascent Walk Leader: Alan W 

Intermediate Walk 1 Meet outside the hotel entrance at 9.45am. The 
approach to the Long Mynd will be via Cardingmill Valley, picking up the 

Shropshire Way and visiting Pole Bank.  The return to Church Stretton will be via 
Minton Hill - 9.3 miles, 1800’ ascent. Walk Leader: Mike Sp 

Intermediate Walk 2 Meet outside the hotel entrance at 10am. Elaine will 

guide you up to Pole Bank, a 360 degree viewpoint on the Long Mynd 
approached via Ashes Hollow. The return will be via Townbrook Valley – 7.1 

miles, 1600’ ascent. Walk Leader: Elaine 

Easy Walk  - self guided for those who would like to climb up on to the Long 

Mynd but would like to go at their own pace.  Starting at 10.15am outside the 
main entrance. With a map and an outline of this easy to follow route the group 

will head for Cardingmill Valley and climb up to Shooting Box on the Long Mynd 
before returning to Church Stretton by a minor road.  5.8 miles with 1500’ of 

ascent.  

After dinner entertainment  
Film ‘Untouchable’ An award winning comedy, based on a true story.  A French 
millionaire who is confined to a wheelchair following an accident employs an 

immigrant from a broken home to be his live in carer. 
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Sunday  
Today we head for the Stiperstones with a choice of 2 walks. If you are 
staying the Sunday night please car share. Don’t leave anyone to drive 

alone.  Meet by the entrance of the Hotel at the appropriate time and 
organise yourselves into full car loads. 

 

For more information on the Stiperstones download the leaflet found at: 

http://www.shropshirewalking.co.uk/downloads/exploring-the-stiperstones.pdf 

Long Walk Meet outside the main entrance of the Hotel at 9.30 to drive to the 
Knowles car park, grid ref: 369 977. Our walk today takes us along the 

Shropshire way over the Stiperstones passing the Devils Chair and on to 
Ratlinghope - 9 miles, walk leader: Jeremy P 

Shorter Walk Meet outside the main entrance of the Hotel at 10.00 to drive to 
the Knowles car grid ref: 369 977.  This is a shorter version of the Stiperstones, 

Ratlinghope walk above. Be prepared for some climbs.  Pub at Ratlinghope. 7.5 
miles, 1400’ of ascent, walk leader: Jed 

After dinner entertainment  
Film ‘The Spirit of 45’ Again directed by Ken Loach. A look back at the community 
spirit of 1945 following the cessation of WWII and the desire to build a better 
society. 

 

Monday  
We’ll say goodbye to the Long Mynd Hotel and head north-east making for 

the National Trust car park on the outskirts of Much Wenlock grid 
ref: 614 996.  

 
Much Wenlock was the home of William Penny Brookes who founded an 

annual sporting event to improve the moral and physical well-being of the 
town’s working folk.  From this he became highly influential in the setting 
up of the modern Olympic games although history gives that accolade to 

Baron Pierre de Coubertin. 

Long Walk starting at 10.30am The walk will take us up onto Wenlock Edge via 

the Jack Mytton Way walking to Ippikin Rock and and then on to Newfoudland, 
before returning to the car park. Packed lunch required, 8.1 miles walk leader: 

Jeremy 

Shorter Walk also starting at 10.30am. The walk takes us up on to Wenllock 

Edge and returns with a wander around Much Wenlock where we’ll be able to 
admire the architecture which ranges from a 12 century priory, Tudor, 

Elizabethan and grander Georgian houses. There are 2 climbs. Bring a snack for 
coffee stop (the only stop) - 6 miles walk leader: Angela   

Join me for a late lunch and goodbyes in the George & Dragon, High Street, 
Much Wenlock before returning to Nottingham 

http://www.shropshirewalking.co.uk/downloads/exploring-the-stiperstones.pdf
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People attending the weekend: 

Chris Wrigley, Maggie Walsh, Di & Stephen Matthews, Morag Hunter, Jeremy 
Colls, Alan Wilson, Joyce Ellis, Pam Duesbury, Jeremy Pratt, Pippa & John Hand, 

Keith & Claire Coxon, Adriana & John Fallon, Keith & Larraine Donovan, Bob 
Litchfield, Dawn Stuart, Dennis & Shirley Fox, David & Ingrid Giles, Christine 

Gott, Jane Varlow, Chriss Downer, Jennie Gilbert, Brenda & Malcolm Ginever, 
Alan & Sue Shiret, Anne Toombs, Wendy Fletcher, Rosemary Stevens, Liz Chant, 

Martin Smith, Mike Stock, Joan Spooner, Linda Jameson, Hazel Lee, Pat Webber, 
Karen & Peter Lewis, Elaine Robinson, Liz Lister, Joe Rhodes, Anne DeBoer, 

David & Loes Brown, Christine Smith, Pat Greaves, Qing Chung, Jed Hillery, 
James & Angela Dobie, Mike Spalton & Jack 

 


