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  RUSHCLIFFE RAMBLERS 

ABINGWORTH 28 APRIL-1 MAY 2017 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

 
The South Downs are a 100 miles of chalk hills from Winchester to Eastbourne.  

The SDW, South Downs Way follows old routes and droveways along the chalk 

escarpment and ridges of the Downs.  West Sussex is wildlife-rich with a colourful 
tapestry of historic villages, thatched cottages, pastoral landscapes of sweeping 

cornfields and market towns.  Ancient monuments and Roman sites pepper the 
National Park too along with magnificent architecture of imposing stately homes 

of which there are quite a few. 

 
Petworth House (www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house-and-park) is a 17th century 
mansion with woodland pleasure grounds and the finest surviving and unspoilt example of 

English landscape designed by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. It also houses the finest art 
collection in the care of the National Trust with painting by Van Dyck, Reynolds, Titian and 

Blake.  
 

Initially it was a royal gift from the widow of Henry I to her brother Jocelin de Louvain who 

later married into the Percy family. The Percy stronghold was in the north so Petworth was 
only intended for occasional use.  However, in the reign of Elizabeth I the Percys moved 

south and made Petworth their permanent home. It was during this time that expansion of 
the medieval house began, taking 100 years to complete. 

 

From the house and park there are glorious views of the South Downs. Entrance fee for the 
House and Pleasure Grounds: £13.50, free to NT members. 

 
Parham House, (www.parhaminsussex.co.uk) open Friday, Sunday and Monday (not 
Saturdays).  Access to the café is only for paying visitors. Fees: £8/£9 for the Gardens only 

and £10/£11 for the House and Gardens. Opening times: Gardens & Café 12-5pm, House 2-
5pm 

 

Bignor Roman Villa, (www.bignorromanvilla.co.uk) The largest Roman Villa in Britain. A 
ploughman, George Tupper discovered it in 1811 after striking the Summer Dining Room 

Fountain with his plough. Open daily 10-5pm, Fees: £6/£4.50 (group rates for 15 or more). 
The Museum tea-room serves cream teas and cakes and has exquisite views of the South 

Downs from its windows. 

 
Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, a 36 acre site (www.amberleymuseum.co.uk).  

Exhibits include a narrow gauge railway, a bus service, telecommunications, electricity and 
printing. Open 10-5pm. Entrance fees: Adult £10.35, Seniors £9.50. Sunday 30 April hosts a 

special event with a collection of stationary engines highlighting the history of industry and 

technology from the past.  
 

Abingworth Hall  
Storrington Road, Abingworth RH20 3EF 

Situated close to the village of Thakeham at the foot of the South Downs.  There has been a 
house on the site since the 13 century.  After a fire in 1910 the house was completely rebuilt. 

There are 8 acres of gardens with a putting green, a croquet lawn (anyone willing to 

challenge me?),a bouls pitch, and a heated outdoor swimming pool which is in use from May 
onwards. There are two lounges, a ballroom and a conservatory with a bar.  Alas, there isn’t 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house-and-park
http://www.parhaminsussex.co.uk/
http://www.bignorromanvilla.co.uk/
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/
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any hand-pumped beer. The nearest pub is the White Lion in Thakeham which is best 

reached by car as the road would be dangerous, especially in the dark. 

 

 
Friday 28 April 
Lunch before the walk can be taken at:   
National Trust, Petworth Hall, either in the Servants Hall coffee shop with 
tempting treats or the Audit Room Café (open 10-5pm) serving light lunches and 
afternoon teas.  
Pubs in Petworth: The Angel Inn, Angel Street GU28 0BG – sandwich menu 
The Leconfield, New Street GU28 0AS – grazing menu 
 

Walk:  5 miles Walk leader:  Alan W, mobile no: 07989 627942 
2.00pm Meet in the car park at the northern end of NT Petworth House 

Park, signed Petworth Park.  This is off the A283 travelling from 
Guildford. Post code GU28 9LR. Parking costs are £3 on the car parking 
machines  (£4 on the website) for non-National Trust members and free 
to members with a NT car sticker. Please note there aren’t any toilets 
near this car park and no picnic tables, but if you walk through the trees 
you’ll be able to find a picnic spot with lovely views. Bring a ground sheet 
or take advantage of the fallen trees.  

 

 The walk: From the car park we head south to the grand House, 

(where some of you may wish to spend the afternoon instead before 
returning to the car park).  The walk continues up the west side of the 
open parkland and through Pheasant Copse to return to our cars.    

 

Abingworth Hall is approximately 20 mins drive south-east via the A283, left at 
West Chiltington Road, left on to the B2139. If your sat-nav doesn’t recognise 

Abingworth put in Thakeham but don’t turn into the village, instead continue 

along the Storrington Road.  Abingworth Hall is at the southern edge of the 
hamlet, after the new housing building sites.  

Tea, coffee and CAKE will be served on arrival at 5pm. 

 
7.15 Dinner, please make your choice on arrival 
 
After dinner – join in an informal quiz. Collect a quiz sheet and in groups of 4 solve 

the clues.  Answers will be available before the end of the evening. No 
prizes, just a test of the grey matter for fun. 

 

Saturday 29 April 
 
Short Walk:    6 miles    Walk leader:  James,  
10am Meet outside the front door of Abingworth Hall from where we’ll 

pick up the ridge footpath to Hurston Place, giving views of the South 
Downs.  The return will be via the outskirts of the village of Storrington. 
This is the nearest village to the mid-point of the South Downs Way. 
There is one ascent towards the end of the walk but this will be taken 
slowly. 
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Medium Walk:   9 miles  Walk leader: Karen, 
9.45 Meet outside the front door of Abingworth Hall from where we’ll 

pick up the footpath to Hurston Place, as above. The walk will then take 
us into Northpark Wood and via Parham House (unfortunately closed on 
Saturdays) before returning along the outskirts of Storrington and Parham 
airfield, where we may see gliders taking off as we work our way back to 
Abingworth. Part of the walk will be along the West Sussex Literary Trail 

 
Long Walk,  
strenuous:    14 miles Walk leader: Alan W,  
9.30am Meet at the front door of Abingworth Hall from where we’ll head 

south to Storrington. Continuing south through the village we climb up 
the northern escarpment of the South Downs and head westbound on the 
South Downs Way.  After 2.5 miles we drop down to the village of 
Amberley and pick up the West Sussex Literary Trail.  On this particular 
section of the Way there don’t appear to be any literary associations but 
we do pass through the grounds of a quite significant Elizabethan stately 
home, Parham House, see above, before returning to Abingworth Hall.   

 
7.15 Dinner 
 
After dinner – join in a game of ‘Who am I’. Collect a headband, mingle among 

the group and ask questions about who you think you might be. Only yes 
and no answers may be given. No prizes, just for fun. 

 

Sunday 30 April 
 
Short Walk: 5.25   miles  Walk Leader: Anne,   
10am Meet in reception to allocate transport before driving to Bignor 
 Bignor is 12 miles from Abingworth and should take 30 mins via A283 to 

Pulborough, A29 south; take the right turn onto the B2138 to West 
Burton and Bignor.  Parking: Bignor Roman Villa car park, RH20 1PH 
(when you get near follow the brown signs rather than your sat nav). 

 
 The walk takes us around Bignor Hill (not up it), into Bignor with its 

beautiful houses, gardens and a 13th century church and then onto 
Sutton before returning via Glatting Beacon. Downland and woodland 
tracks and paths in rolling countryside.  773ft of ascent.  

  
After the walk visit Bignor’s famous Roman Villa, see above.  Alternatively, call in 
the café for tea and cake. 
 

Medium Walk:    
8.5 miles   Walk Leader: Brian    
9.45am Meet in reception to allocate transport before driving to the 

railway station car park, Amberley, free, (west of Abingworth) 

grid reference TQ025 118.  
 A walk from Amberley, a village of thatched houses and a 900-year-old 

Castle which is now a hotel, with a gentle climb on to the South Downs.  
Magnificent views. The final stretch is back along the River Arun.  

   



 4 

After the walk visit the Amberley Open Air Museum of Sussex Industrial Heritage, 
see above. There is a quirky teashop that I’m told is worth a visit. 
 

Long Walk, strenuous:   
13 miles  Walk leader: Joe    
9.30am Meet in reception to allocate transport before driving to 

Chanctonbury Ring car park on Chanctonbury Ring Road, south of 

the hamlet Buncton. Approximately 15 mins drive from Abingworth. Grid 
reference TQ146 124, postcode BN44 3DN 

 Starting east from the Iron-Age hill fort of Chanctonbury Ring we’ll make 
a detour through Steyning, described as the ‘prettiest village in Sussex’. 
After taking the Monarch’s Way back to the Downs we’ll head to Cissbury 
Ring before returning to Chanctonbury.  4 main ascents with a total 
ascent of 630m 

 
Clanctonbury Ring has a distinctive ring of trees inside the perimeter of an Iron 
Age Fort.  The tree were all but destroyed in 1987 and have since been replanted. 
The nearby Wiston House is said to be the first place where coffee was drank in 
England. 
 
After dinner – there will be an informal ‘Missing Vowels quiz’ for those who want to 

take part. Collect a quiz sheet and in groups of 4 work out the answers.  
Answers will be available before the end of the evening. No prizes, just a 
test of the grey matter for fun. 

 

Monday 1st May 
5.5 miles Walk leader: Joe   
10am Meet at the King’s Head car park, Church Street, Rudgwick 

(You may use the King’s Head car park if you’re taking lunch or calling in 
for a drink after the walk, otherwise park sensibly in the village). The pub 
is on the east side of Church Street next to the parish church on the 
B2128, whereas the main pub car park is opposite on the west side of the 
street. Grid ref: TQ090 342, post-code RH12 3EB. It is approximately 14 
miles from Abingworth or 25 mins.  

 
 The Walk: East of Rudgwick along the Sussex Border Path, south to 

Roman House where there have been ironworks since Roman times, across 

Furnace Lakes fishery before returning to the King’s Head. There is one 

main ascent of 50m/150ft with the total ascent of just 100m/300ft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The small print 

Every effort has been made to be accurate. Mileages are given in good faith but are 

only an indication and can change on the day. 


