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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION RUSHCLIFFE GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT KINOULTON VILLAGE HALL, KINOULTON 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  

SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2017 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Alan Wilson (Chairman), David Brown, Kathryn Bull, Paul Burns, Joe Colls, Keith Coxon, Philippa 

Culshaw, Keith Donovan, Larraine Donovan, Angela Dobie, Pam Duesbury, Adriana Fallon, John 

Fallon, Jan Foulds, Christine Gott, Pat Greaves, Jean Gutterridge, Vivien Hall, Alan Hart, Hazel Hilton, 

Morag Hunter, Keith Jones, Sue Jones, Charlie King, Karen Lewis, Peter Lewis, Elizabeth Lister, Brian 

Palmer, Ruth Palmer, Jeremy Pratt, Margaret Parrey, Richard Parrey, Alan Shiret, David Smith, 

Martin Smith, Mike Spalton, Mike Stock, Chris Sweetman, Rachel Tindsley, Anne Toombs, Rob 

Turner, Jane Varlow, Maggie Walsh, Arthur Webb, Norma Webb, Chris Wrigley. 

1 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS 
 The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming members to the 29th Annual General 

Meeting of the Group. He was saddened to report the passing of David Giles, a 
longstanding member who had nominated him as Chairman of the Group. He was 
pleased to say that Ingrid was still walking with us and hoped to attend the Christmas 
lunch. He thanked the members who had provided cakes and Keith and Larraine 
Donovan for leading the walk on a sunny November day.  
 

2 APOLOGIES  
 Apologies were received from Elizabeth Dalton, Liz Hart, Lesley Manson, Elaine 

Robinson and Chris Smith. 
 

3 MINUTES OF THE AGM  HELD ON 13 NOVEMBER 2016 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2016 were agreed as a correct 

record of the meeting. 
 

4 MATTERS ARISING  
 The Secretary confirmed that Saturday walks have taken place during the year and 

that the date of the annual general meeting has been moved  so as not to clash with 
Remembrance Sunday and future annual general meetings will now continue to be 
held on the 3rd Sunday in November.  
 

5 ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
 
 

a) Secretary’s Report. 
The Secretary’s report is attached to these minutes.  
He said that the committee had provided an effective service to members under 
the able chairmanship of Alan Wilson.   
He thanked Larraine Donovan for putting together the programme the 
presentation of which was a great advertisement for the Group. 
He said that Jeremy Pratt had received a national award from Ramblers in 
recognition of his work in recruiting members, and promoting the Health and 
short walks programmes. 
Once again he said that the walking holidays were very successful and well-
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organised by Angela and Karen and not forgetting Jane Varlow for helping out with 
various administrative tasks on the Mayrhofen holiday. 
He said that the social events have been well attended and that having two Social 
Secretaries, namely Morag and Hazel, was working very well.   
Finally he said that the excellence of the website is due to Alan Shiret’s hard work 
in ensuring that it is up to date and user friendly.  
 

b) Footpaths Secretary’s Report 
The Footpaths Secretary’s report is attached to these minutes.  
Martin Smith said that there was not a lot of feedback from the District Co-
ordinator but this could be due to the fact that he is only recently been appointed 
and is still getting to grips with the role 
He said that the developers were appealing to the Secretary of State against the 
refusal to build 175 dwellings on Asher Lane Ruddington. In respect of Barton-in-
Fabis, he said that the application to extract sand and gravel was again being put 
out to consultation.  
Chris Sweetman said that if the East Leake housing development off Lantern Lane 
goes ahead, some existing country footpaths would be lost. Martin said that the 
footpaths would remain but would cease to be country footpaths.   
 
Both the above reports were adopted unanimously. 

 
6 TREASURER’S REPORT AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 The Statement of Accounts is attached to these minutes. 

He said that the Group had a good year financially with many experiences being 

enjoyed by members including holidays and social events. 

He would like to thank Brian Palmer for examining the books. 

The accounts are presented as a Receipts and Payments account as recommended by 

the Ramblers. Unlike an Income and Expenditure account where the income and 

liabilities are related to the period covered in the accounts, this does NOT apply to 

these accounts, the date of payment or receipt being the determining factor, which 

can give a very confusing picture. 

The Group is part of the Ramblers and thus is obliged to follow their instructions 

about reserves held. The costs of running the group are covered in the Main Account 

with reserves recommended to be up to 100% of the expenditure in the year. The 

Group currently holds £1,336.00 of reserves at the Year End, which on an expenditure 

of £702.00 per annum is 190%. By reducing the funds received from Ramblers he 

would expect this to come in line by September 2019. 

He pointed out that the major change in income is in donations increasing from 

£251.00 to £443.00, of which Handelsbanken donated £200.00 for Jeremy’s walks.   

The walks programmes cost increases has been due to producing more copies and to 

a higher standard, the last brochure being our best yet. 

Self-funded income and expenditure covers holiday and social matters and is 

separately detailed with page 1 showing the current year and page 2 showing the 

relevant activity often across two financial years. Holidays continue to give 

participants all great enjoyment with a much greater expenditure this year due to the 

Austria trip with an expenditure of over £18,000. 
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Social events continue to interest members with Christmas lunch last year being 

especially popular with 66 attending. 

Finally he said that the year-end reserves position for self-funded shows a bank 

balance of £1,306.51 with net prepayments of £597.21 leaving £709.31 as a true 

“reserve”. The Committee has agreed to make pricing even keener so that reserves 

can be further reduced. 

7 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
 The Chairman said all members of the current committee have indicated that they are 

all prepared to continue in their respective roles. He asked for further nominations. 
Chris Sweetman said that he would like to volunteer to join the committee. He was 
proposed by Alan Wilson and seconded by Larraine Donovan. 
 
There being no other nominations the Committee was elected unanimously and 
comprises:  
 

Position Member 

Chairman Alan Wilson 

Secretary Mike Stock 

Treasurer Keith Coxon 

Footpath Secretary Martin Smith 

Programme Secretary Larraine Donovan 

Joint Social Secretaries 
Morag Hunter and 
Hazel Hilton 

Membership Secretary Rob Turner 

Publicity Alan Shiret 

Weekends Away/Holiday Co-ordinator Angela Dobie 

Delegate to Area Council To be filled 

Committee Member Chris Sweetman 

  
8  APPOINTMENT AN INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 
 The Chairman said that Brian Palmer was willing to continue as the Group’s 

Independent Examiner. 
It was agreed unanimously that Brian Palmer be appointed as the Independent 
Examiner. 
 

9 PROPOSAL TO INCREASE THE SUPPLY OF WALKS AND WALK LEADERS 

 Rachel Tindsley and Charlie King introduced this item with a view to encourage more 
walk leaders and walks to fit the criteria set out in Appendix No 3. Rachel said that she 
was asking existing walk leaders to provide their walks to build up a library of walks as 
a group resource to be accessed by any member wishing to lead a walk. They offered 
to co-ordinate the walks and keep the library. They accepted that details need to be 
worked on and consideration given to any copyright issues, scanning copies etc. It was 
agreed that the Committee would work with Rachel and Charlie to get the proposals 
up and running. 
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10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
a) Awards for Walks 

Rob Turner wished to make some awards based on the statistics that he has 
collected during the year. 
 
The awards are as follows: 
 
Led Most Walks Award: Jeremy Pratt – 24 walks. 
Unsung Heroes Award:  Pam Duesbury 22 backmarking. 
Led Most People Award: Jeremy Pratt 498 people. 
Most Original Weather Report: Pat Webber and Ann de Boer. 
Walked Most Walks Award: Angela Dobie 48 walks. 
  

 There being no other business the meeting closed at 14.30 hours. 

 


