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RAMBLERS RUSHCLIFFE GROUP 
 

FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
01 OCTOBER 2015 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
I am pleased to present the following report to the Annual General Meeting on rights of way, countryside 
and planning issues. 

1.  Rights of Way 

a. Area Coordinator 

You may be aware that I have decided that due to a drop in my level of passion for the job and the 
pursuit of other interests, to step down from this role which covers the whole of the Rushcliffe 
Borough. It has been an interesting and occasionally challenging period but as from 31 December 
2016 a new coordinator will be required so please consider taking on this position. Other 
coordinators area officials and I will give you all the support we can and if you should require any 
more information on what the role involves please speak to me or Chris Thompson. I will, if elected 
or unless anyone else wishes to take on the role, continue to be the group footpath secretary.   

b. The Path Watch Launch 

A launch is planned between 14 and 20 November 2016 to give the results of the surveys carried 
out and to encourage people to get involved in improving rights of way (row.) Some facts from the 
survey are that there are 140,000 miles of row. In England and Wales, the survey found 109,236 
notifiable features of which 45% were positive ones. One tenth of row. surveyed were found to be 
unusable or difficult to use whilst 40% needed improvement with the East Midlands where 50% of 
squares were surveyed the most likely to spot butterflies which surprises and delights me. The aim 
of the Ramblers is to get all paths well maintained by 2020. 

c. Ploughing and Cropping Survey 

The two ploughing and cropping surveys that I have undertaken for the County Council this year 
have given me some hope for the future of our row. as of the 51 sections of path covered on the 
most recent survey only 12 were failed which is an improvement. 

d. Path Warden Scheme 

The path warden scheme which is an area initiative giving people the opportunity to check the 
paths in a parish once a year appears to have stalled at the moment. There will be another push 
soon to get it moving again which I hope happens. 

e. Holme Pierrepont Footpath 1 

This is a path that runs between Holme Road opposite Blott’s to the A52 and was used on our 
Christmas walk last year and passes through part of the extended Wildlife Trust Site known as 
Skylarks. Where the path runs close to the Poyser Brook, there have been several occasions when 
flooding has occurred leaving the path in a poor state with deep puddles totally blocking the path. I 
have many photographs and I am talking to the Council, Landowner and Wildlife Trust. I will 
hopefully be able to update at this meeting as I will have had a site meeting with all concerned.  
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f. Owthorpe Footpath 12 

This was mentioned last year, as a result of several claimed paths in the area. A resident sought to 
have one of the paths extinguished and after meetings and discussions we decided not to object to 
this. The path passed through their Garden close to a neighbour’s back door and although we 
thought of a diversion to the bottom of the garden we felt that there was little value to the path as 
it did not link in with any other row. 

g. Bingham Bridleway 23 

This bridleway runs from Chapel Lane to the old A46 and has a temporary closure order on it due to 
work starting on a large building project. I am investigating this as work was not supposed to start 
until the Bridleway’s new alignment has been decided, which it has not. 

h. Edwalton 

A new path has been claimed from the service road near Wheatcroft’s Garden Centre and a 
footpath running up the side of Sharphill Wood. This is extremely useful as it now links both sides of 
the wood and a route under the A52. I wish to express my gratitude to Councillor Rod Jones who 
claimed this and many other routes in and around the wood.  

2. Planning 

a. Cotgrave   

I have responded to 2 applications which will see the regeneration of the Town Centre. This will 
involve the demolition of some buildings to create a new Medical Practice, Police Office, Library, 
Town Council Office and ATM along with the refurbishment of 10 retail units. I did not object as no 
row. were really affected but pointed out that one was not shown on its definitive line.   

b. East Leake 

Alterations to planned dwellings on Kirk Leys were sent to me and I asked for a path running 
through the site to be slightly altered so as to be away from a road. As yet I have heard nothing.  

c. Stanford on Soar 

I supported this application for 2 dwellings as it came with a commitment to improve links to row. 
taking one off roads. 

3. Local Development Plan 

I have responded to this in a mainly positive manner apart from asking for stronger wording 
concerning row. protection and enhancement. 

4. N.C.C. Changes 

As has been previously reported the duties of the maintenance and enforcement section of the 
Countryside Access Team have been transfer to a public sector controlled company along with the 
Highways Department. The new company is called VIA East Midlands Ltd. they are owned by Cornwall 

Council which does not bode too well as they were joint bottom of the table in the recent path 
watch scheme however it is too early yet to gauge any impact. 

 
Martin Smith 
Footpath Secretary 
13 November 2016 


